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General Information for new Parish Council Members or for those expressing an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor.

The full complement for Nether Alderley Parish Council comprises of 8 Parish Council Members which include a Chairman and Vice-Chair. 
A Parish Council Chairman and Vice Chair are voted in place every 2 years. The current Chairman is Cllr. Angela Farrell. The Vice Chair will be appointed later this year. 
Parish elections take place every 4 years. However, if a vacancy arises mid-term the Parish Council can co-opt to fill the casual vacancy, subject to Cheshire East Councel (CEC) confirming they have not had a claim by 10 electors or more in writing for Nether Alderley Parish, within the requisite period for an election to be held to fill the casual vacancy.

The Parish Council usually meet once a month for full Council meetings at the Nether Alderley Parish Hall. The dates are set at the meeting in May each year and usually take place on the second Tuesday each month (subject to Bank Holidays). A meeting cannot proceed unless it is quorate (3 Parish Council Members present) and should be deferred until enough Parish Council Members are available.
Committees

Committee meetings may be held between full meetings, as required.
Nether Alderley Parish Council has two Committees and involvement in a third:

1. Planning Committee (3 Councillors) – This Committee considers planning applications that require a response before the date of the next full Parish Council meeting.

2. Burial Board (4 Councillors) – The Parish Council owns and manages a Burial Ground that is situated adjacent to the Parish Hall. The upper (‘Old’) Burial Ground is situated to the left of the St. Mary’s Churchyard (there are marker stones to delineate ownership). The New Mausoleum was gifted to the Parish Council by the Stanley family and is situated in the Old Burial Ground. 
The Burial Board meet twice per annum and decides regulations that govern the use of the Burial Ground, agrees fees to be charged and deals with all issues that arise. A Chairman is appointed from the Councillor membership. The Clerk to the Parish Council is also Clerk to the Burial Board and has delegated responsibility. The Burial Ground is maintained by a self-employed contractor.

3. Parish Hall Joint Management Committee - JMC (3 Councillors) – The JMC is an independent Hall Management Committee, appointed to manage the day to day running of the Parish Hall. The Parish Council own part of the Hall, comprising the main hall, entrance vestibule, toilets and upper back room. It is understood St. Mary’s Church own the kitchen and upper Council chamber (although there are no title deeds to this part of the building). The JMC comprises of 3 representatives from each organisation (3 Parish Councillors and 3 Parochial Church Councillors). Chairmanship alternates between the Parish Council members and Church Councillors. The JMC has its own Clerk, constitution, terms of reference, insurance and bank mandate/account. Major repairs, structural issues or any significant issues are referred back to the Parish Council and St. Mary’s Church.
The Parish Council also has one representative on the following Liaison Committee: 
-   Alderley Park Liaison Committee

Each Councillor is usually involved in at least one of these committees and often two. Committee membership is decided at the AGM which takes place in May each year.

Membership of the Parish Council

Each Parish Councillor signs a Declaration of Acceptance of Office at, or before the first Parish Council meeting in their term of office which is a commitment to adhere to the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct.

Parish Councillors must complete a Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests form at the beginning of their term of office. (N.B. It is each Parish Councillor’s responsibility to update their Register of Interests should anything relevant in their circumstances change.)
Each Councillor’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests form is published on the Parish Council and Cheshire East Council website.

‘The Good Councillor Guide’ is a useful resource and explains the role of Parish Councils and Councillors. The Power of Parish Councils are listed in the back of the book. Parish Council’s have powers to carry out certain functions and spend money on specific things. The Parish Council has to make sure, and with particular reference to expenditure, that it is only acting within its powers.

The Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) organises courses for new Parish Councillors, as well as courses relating to specific areas of a Parish Councillor’s work e.g. Planning, Finance, Audit etc. The courses are recommended and very useful in explaining the roles and procedures of Parish Councils and Councillors. ChALC can provide advice about good practice, proper procedures, statutory expectation and offers support to Parish Councils. Information about ChALC can be found on their website (www.chalc.org.uk). 

Contact Information

Parish Councillor names and telephone numbers are posted on the Parish Council notice board and website (www.netheralderleyparish.com).

Councillors inform the Clerk of a telephone contact number which they are happy to be publicly listed.

This information is also compiled as part of a full list of Nether Alderley Parish Councillor contact names and details that are distributed amongst the other Nether Alderley Parish Councillors. 

The Clerk frequently send communication by email and keeps a list of Parish Councillor email addresses for this purpose. The email address isn’t made public. However, other Parish Councillors and Cheshire East Ward Councillor Marc Asquith, will have access to it through mailings.

Other Information
The Parish Council has ‘Standing Orders’ which govern the procedures and the running of the Council. The Parish Council also has ‘Financial Regulations’ governing its financial responsibilities which are available on the website.

Other policies/documents include:

Data Protection/GDPR
Privacy Notice

Model Publication Scheme

Risk Assessment document

Asset Register
Pensions Discretion Policy

Nether Alderley Burial Board Regulations

Health and Safety Policy

Complaints Policy

(Available to view on the website:  www.netheralderleyparish.com )

Annual reviews are carried out for all policies.

The Parish Council has ongoing contact with the local community policing team, who occasionally attend Parish Council meetings. Contact information can be found on website (www.netheralderleyparish.com).

The Local Councillor, Cllr. Marc Asquith, is responsible for the Chelford Ward which includes Nether Alderley. Cllr. Asquith has regularly attended meetings and has been a continued source of support, particularly when the Parish Council communicates with the Borough Council.

The Parish Council’s main source of income is through the Parish Council Precept – money that each household pays to the Parish Council through their Council Tax. The level of Precept is determined as a result of an annual budget which is formulated in January each year. The Parish Council’s other source of income is through burial fees.
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