
Project Overview 

Andrew Arditti 

Digital Engagement Manager 

Connecting Cheshire 



Superfast, Fibre-optic  

Broadband for  

Cheshire, Halton & Warrington 

A Partnership of 4 local authorities, the Cheshire & 

Warrington Local Enterprise Partnership and BT 
 

 

Supported by the European Regional Development Fund Programme 2007-2013 

 



We’re bringing 

96% coverage 
of fibre broadband 

to Cheshire  

by 2015 



Programme Vision & Objectives 

Infrastructure: 

To reach an additional 80,000 premises with fibre 

broadband, or provide a minimum of 2Mbps, across 

Cheshire, Halton and Warrington 
 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge, Skills & Digital Inclusion: 

To support businesses and communities to exploit the 

benefits of fibre broadband 
 

 

 



A £31m project across three work streams 

Infrastructure 

Digital 
Inclusion 

Business 
Support 



Broadband Infrastructure 

Urban areas:  

80% premises coverage 

via commercial roll-out 

 

 

 

 

Rural areas:  

20% premises unviable for 

commercial roll-out 

= Digital Divide for approx. 

93,000 premises 

 

 Gap-fund network 

to 80,000 premises 



We’re installing 

875 miles 

of fibre-optic 

cable to over  

400 roadside 

cabinets 

7 

Further than Land’s End to 

John O Groats 



Engineering Challenges 

Above and below ground 

http://mycheshireteams.ourcheshire.cccusers.com/sites/ceitstrat/SFB/Cornwall Visit 2012/Typical Manhole 2.JPG


Digital Inclusion 

• 100,000 people off-line in Cheshire - elderly 

and low income – approx.12% population 

• Build digital literacy 

• Recruit a network of community Digital 

Champions 

• Complement existing services 
 

• Prepare for Digital by Default 



Superfast Business 

• A free bespoke support programme – 

 www.ccbusiness.co.uk 

• Able to support 900 SMEs x12 hours each 

• Awareness events and specialist support 
 

 



Deployment 

2 Fibre deployment  

2014 - 2015 



Alderley Edge Exchange 
Moss Lane 

 

Key Statistics: 

Residential Premises: 3,370 

Business Premises: 250 

17 roadside cabinets  

serving approx. 3,400 premises 
 

 

 



Project Timescales 

• Announced Deployment Map, and launched  

new website: 

 11th November 2013 

• Announce Phase 1 Deployment: 

 6th December 2013 

• Phase 1 Ready for Service:  

From end March 2014 onwards 

• Phase 2 & 3 Fibre infrastructure roll-out 

programme:  

 Summer 2014 > end Summer 2015 



Visit our 

website for 

regular updates 

and an 

availability 

checker 

www.connectingcheshire.org.uk 


